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Expenditure in India on Public Works from 1837-8 to 1845-6, 
inclusive. By Lieut.-Colonel W. H. Sykes, F.R.S. 

[Read before the Statistical Society of London, 18th March, 1850.] 

Very indefinite ideas obtaining in Europe, with respect to the number 
and character of Public Works carried on in India, and with respect to 
the suras actually expended annually upon them at the different Presi- 
dencies, I have thought it right to have the following tables framed 
from the official records; an inspection of which will show, at a glance, 
not only the various works carried on, but the sums expended upon 
eacli class of works. It is necessary to premise that under the bead of 
Embankments and Tanks, the original cost of prodigious works at the 
different Presidencies, amounting to millions sterling, is not included in 
the table; the expenditure under the head of Embankments and Tanks 
being, for the most part, an annual outlay for keeping these works in an 
efficient state of repair. The first year in the table, 1 837-8, is the year 
of the preparations for the disastrous and expensive Affghan campaigns, 
which occasioned a loss to the State of several millions sterling, and 
embarrassed the Indian finances. Nevertheless, in that year 173,591/. 
were laid out on public works in India, and in the succeeding year, 
when the army was in Affghanistan, and great field equipments were 
maintained, 323,889/. were disbursed for works of peace, nearly a third 
of the sum being laid out at Madras, 40,000/. of it being upon roads 
and bridges. Even in the year 1841-2, when matters appeared with 
so sinister an aspect in Affghanistan, above 300,000/. were disbursed 
from the impoverished treasuries upon works of utility; 103,586/. in 
Bengal, 72,425/. in the N. W. Provinces, 83,979/. in Madras, and 
40,852/. in Bombay. During the remaining years, though the finances 
were burthened by the cost of the military operations for the punish- 
ment of the Affghans; by the conquest of Scinde, which entailed an 
annual loss of nearly three quarters of a million sterling ; and by the 
expenses of the Gwalior campaign and first Sikh war ; in no year was 
a less sum than 200,000/. expended for public works ; and during the 
nine years under review, 2,282,894/. were expended on peaceful objects, 
averaging 253,654/. sterling per annum, — these disbursements, in fact, 
being abstracted from the loans for carrying on the wars in Affghanistan, 
Scinde, Gwalior, and the Punjab. Subsequently to 1845-6 the second 
Sikh war took place, but the outlay for peaceful purposes has, neverthe- 
less, continued; nearly a million sterling has been granted for the 
Ganges canal, now in rapid progress ; — 40,000/. or 50,000/. for works 
on the Gadavery river, and 5 per cent, interest has been guaranteed on 
very large sums to be devoted to railways. Another great work, the 
triangulation, geographical delineation, and revenue survey of India has 
been in constant progress for more than half a century — and upon this 
great object more than a million sterling must have been spent. 

The canals in the north-west provinces consist of the Delhi canals, 
(Delhi and Feroz,) or the Western Jumna ; — the Doab canal, or Eastern 
Jumna ; — and the Ganges canal. The entire length of the Delhi canals 
is 425 miles, (Delhi 185, and Feroz 240,) and the cost 314,380/. to 
the 1st of May, 1844. The length of the Doab canal, or Eastern 
Jumna, is 135 miles, and the cost 169,842/.; and upon both canals. 
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since their restoration, a sum of 55?,000Z. has been laid out. These 
canals were originally established under the Mogul Emperors, but fell 
into a state of entire dilapidation and disuse. The Delhi canal was 
re-opened by the British Government in 1819, Feroz's in 1825, and the 
Doab in 1830. The Ganges canal, now in progress of execution, will 
run for 452 miles, from Hurdwar to Allahabad : the estimate by the 
longest line was 922,699/., to which, in all probability, 50 per cent, 
may be added on the completion of the work. Recently, 150,000/. 
have been sanctioned for works upon the Kistna river. 

It is also necessary to be noticed, that a large amount of labour on 
certain classes of public works is performed by convicts, and that the 
charge for their maintenance, though a real addition to the Govern- 
ment expenditure, does not appear in the following table. It is 
defrayed in the Judicial Department, and is not susceptible of being 
readily added to the other charges in a distinctive form. 

For the public weal also, above 100,000/. have been spent in cotton 
experiments by the Government of India; and it has been most satisfac- 
torily proved that not only cotton, with a staple suitable for the cotton 
machinery of England and the wants of the manufacturers, can be 
produced to a great extent, but it has also been proved by the sale 
prices in Liverpool and Manchester, that if European capital and pri- 
vate enterprise were engaged in the cultivation of cotton in certain 
parts of India, the returns would be remunerative to the speculator, 
and establish a basis of permanent security to the cotton manufacturing 
interest of Great Britain. 

On the whole, although less may have been spent upon public works 
than India, with its area, population, and revenue, might fairly demand, 
and the governing bodies certainly desired; yet considering the un- 
toward, although successful wars, and the consequent necessity for an 
annual increase to the public debt, a good deal has nevertheless been 
done with borrowed money ; and the time is fast approaching when 
continued peace will leave a surplus revenue to be annually devoted to 
the extension of lines of communication, whether canal, rail, or road, 
and to other purposes for the further development of the acknowledged 
resources of India. 

Area and Population of British India. 





Area in 

Square Miles. 


Population. 


Bengal — 


165,443 
71,985 

24,870 

13,885 
144,858 
119,822 


39,582,090 
23,199,668 

2,545,611 

638,595 


North-Western Provinces 


British Territory under Supreme Government : 
Saugor and Nerbudda Territories 


British Territory under Agra Government : 




15,882,920 




9,297,507 






540,863 


91,146,391* 



* Independently of Native States. 
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